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RE:

August 2, 1996

Board of Oil, Gas and Mining

Iowell P. Braxton, Deputy Director Ll l) /
D. Wayne Hedberg, Permit Sup"*rror? 0 K ,

Lynn Kunzler, Senior Reclamation Specialist /^- k(-'r'/
Request for Formal Release of Mined Land Reclamation Contract. Interstate Brick
Company. Bis Cottonwood Mine. M/035/003. Salt I,ake Counw. Utah

On July 30, 1996,Interstate Brick Company (IBC) requested full release from further
reclamation obligations for the Big Cottonwood Mine site, located in Section 23, TZS, RlE, Salt I:ke
County. Following numerous years of mine inactivity, Interstate Brick Company sold the mine properly
to City Development Corporation (CDC). However, final reclamation obligations for the site remained
with IBC under the orieinal Board Contract.

n""Uri*ioo of the site was initiated in the fall of 1992. Supplemental reclamation work
was performed in the spring of 1994 (berming enhancements and ripping of minor compacted areas).

Additional reseeding of approximately 4 acres was accomplished in the spring of 1995. On July 3, 1996,
Division staff along with Walt Plumb, landowner (CDC), inspected the Big Cottonwood Mine site, to
determine if release could be made (copy of inspection memo attached).

The reclamation success at the site was very commendable. While only two growing
seasons have passed since the last augmented seeding, the percent ground cover is within Vz of one percent

of the success standard of 70% of premining cover. City Development Corporation now has County
approved redevelopment plans for an expansion of the existing Canyon Cove housing development onto
this property. Mr. Plumb indicated that as soon as the site was released, he would be adding sprinkler
systems, landscaping plantings, additional topsoil in critical areas, etc. to develop the 'no build zone' into
a park for the local residents. This would be expected to improve the vegetative cover and stability of the

site. Given the present level of ground cover and the diversity of species on site, the Division will not
require any additional reclamation (reseeding) at this site.

Division personnel have been informed that seeding and irrigation will continue as part of
the post mining land use. We respectfully request that IBC be released from further regulation under the
Mined Land Reclamation Act and that the existing Board Contract be dissolved. Thank you for your
consideration of this request.

jb
Attachment: 7/3/96 inspection memo, site location map

M035003.req
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July 18, 1996

Minerals File

Lynn Kunzler, Reclamation Specialist

Site Inspection. Interstate Brick. Cottonwood Mine. M/035/003. Salt Lake County.
Utah

July 3, 1996
10:30am
clear
Walt Plumb; Tony Gallegos and Lynn Kunzler, DOGM

Date of Inspection:
Time of Inspection:

Purpose of Inspection: Determine level of reclamation success.

Upon arrival at the site, ten random transects were run to determine the percent ground
cover of the reclamation. Results of this survey identified ground cover at 24%. The reclamation
success standard (pre-existing vegetation cover was reported as 25% brush and I0% oak for a
combined cover of 35%) would be 24.5%. Over 20 desirable species were observed while determining
the vegetation cover, including yellow sweetclover, sagebrush, oakbrush, rabbit brush, california
poppy, blue flax, cone flower, and bluebunch wheatgrass.

General observations of the site showed a few small areas of low vegetation cover
(these areas had a significant amount of surface rubble (rock) that was probably limiting the vegetation
success). No evidence of erosion problems were observed. Overall, the site appeared stable and
revegetation was well on its way with a diverse vegetation community establishing.

In discussing the future of the site with Walt Plumb, he indicated that as soon as the
site was released, that he would be adding sprinkler systems, landscaping plantings, additional topsoil
in critical areas etc. to develop the 'no build zone' into a park for the local residents. This would be
expected to improve the cover and stability of the site.

Pursuant to Rule R6474-I11.13. reclamation can be considered successful when the
revegetation has reached 70% of the premining ground cover and has survived for three growing
seasons following the last seeding, fertilization or irrigation, unless such practices are to continue as
part of the post-mining land use; or the Division determines that the revegetation work has been
satisfactorily completed within practical limits.
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July 18, 1996
Cottonwood Mine Inspection
M/035/003

cc: Jerry North, Interstate Brick Company
Walt plumb, I:ndowner

M035003.ins

The area was seeded in 1994 following additional earth work to increase safety fromany debris flows from above the site. Additional reeolnj *ur .rro done in the spring of 1995. whileonly two growing seasons have passed since the last seeiing, the percent ground cover is within % ofapercent of the success standard. However, it is likely ttr.iittr 'r0% oak, cover would not all beground cover' but would include some canopy cover, a reduction of less than 1 % of theground coverwould mean that the revegetation success standard has been achieved. Given the level of groundcover and the diversity of species on site, the Division would not require additional work at this siteto meet success standards - only time (one more growing season woulo be needed). Divisionpersonnel have been informed that seeding and iriigation'will continue as part or ine post mining landuse' By applying this disclaimer, the initi-al seedinl n", survived the three growing seasons. It isrecommended therefore, that this site be released fim further regulation under the Mined LandReclamation Act.
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Utah

Ope rator. ,rnd t he Iloard r,f ()r I ,

virtue of the laws cf rhe Stare

called rhe Board.

WllFRFAs. rhe Boa.r<i has consilcrr'.r

reconnendation: pro' ide'd b1, tllc yt;ii1 ,
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oneratinns tlrc lin.,nCii,i St;ttUs,lf rhe

carry j-nlI (ilJt lhe nllrnrl{ rJ ir,o. n

I,i), irirl )1inrng, dull' :"r.lih6, ized and etrsting by
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ihe natule, extent, durarion of

Operator and his capabrlrtres of

hltllrRtiAS, che operator is the orviter and .Ln possession of cert.ain nining

clains andlor Ieases he'crne'itei itJi'e p:':trcurally menrroned and descrrbed rn

Exhibit "A" atrached hereto.

28rh day of _J*qngg.y

19Jl*,trle rvrLir rhe t)ir.-:iorr.r.1 o:i, (lai, irn(l i\'lrnrn!, arrNotice clt lntention to

[]olrul.lrce l''lirr.ng 0pelat: iins" and i I'N{lnrng .ind Rec I3lnat-ion pIan" to secule

authorlzatiott to engager rlr contlnue to errgage, in minrrrg Dperations in rhe State

of tltah, under the !e-rms and pr.',t isions oi cf-re i\lined Land Reclamation Act, Section

40-8, UCA,1953:

lflll-lilAS, Lhe 0perato'r is able and w, i, ing to ieclaim the aboi'e nent roned

"IandS afrccted" in accorcilrnce hrLh tirt'appr\)re!t rrrrlirng arr<i lecianarron f.ian,

the tr'lined Land R.eclamal:"on Act and the , ules and rr:gulrrt iorr.r nflgp1a6 in lccordance

therewi.th.
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r '' THEi,EFORE, for a;lc ti1 -r,nstdei.,..
partles by each to the ornei d,_.1._ ._ no . € j€

agree as f o.l.lows:

IN I^IITNESS WHEREOF, rhe lar:1€r

nave respectlvely set rheir har:d: and

Ausust __-,-. ig_l_Z

t:l-ii -iio o,-j.-,(rd pc"L--

. rl'i - 23rd

!,;.r - Ji !i.ai.f S Ol ine

i rri [,-:'__eb he{etC,

I. The Opelacor prorni..ir> !a,,e-.ia..r, -ir_ ,:,,-o:tfe,::c _ir.accordance wi:h rng appr.-.te4 M-nrng .-,_d Rs_ !amaircnP1an, the Mj-ned Lano Rac lam" L;.:r, al: , .:a :he F.ci:.sand ReguLaEi.rn: ;dop..ec :ar dd!!j:c:.,--,. .r.ar=uran,

2, The Board, :-n .i:,_ ,:f cne pos. rng ;f a :t):.c or otht: rsureEy, accepts Ehe peisor,a; gLaiari;€_ uf :ne Opera;orto reclalm the lard affec:eri.

The Board and Cperarc:. bcrth atsree that crla OpeiaEcrwll1 ircu be cbligaled ic sxpend a sLm i'i.. ex:ess cf Lhacrequr-red, t- c;rr,pi::i the r_ecramaEi:,r w:iit oi.lEiined 1rrrhe I'lj-ning e:id Ret Lamai.icn pian lrirrit lias oest-gned tor:he nrnlng tperaalon a_< submiti€d io iha, Di." isicn ,tr.

:ll: -?tt!* i:: o, *,__r_1gygy____ , ,,, l7_ 
-,-;no-0,1,r"t,

has beerr e;Er-m3i€c a;;:;-;.-_13_S7i.'OO -

:,w_;"Jer
f, ird i r arai.iI, DANIEL STEWART

Note: rf the 0peraIcr ls a cLip.rd!;or/, ine ag!eer'cnI should be sxecute,i bylts duly authcrlzed cffi-ei rvrrr. !he sear or Ine corp,].raciori aifrxso.

-arold P. t5Eoon-

r er-ar)
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Surety Release Procedures
January 23, 1990

3. lf necessary, DOGM technical staff perform a field inspection to verify
current status of mining operations (within 30 days of notification -
weather permitting).

lf surety is jointly held, then a joint agency onsite inspection is
performed by the respective agencies.

4. The permit lead prepares written documentation (memorandum)
summarizing results of field inspection, any required reclamation surety
changes and other pertinent details of the permit transfer. The permit
transfer application and a memorandum are forwarded to the Director
witfr appropriate recommendations concerning the request for permit
transfer and surety release.

5. Director reviews the supporting documentation, signs and dates the
application if everything is complete and approvable. The permit lead is
notified accordingly.

6. The permit lead prepares dralt letter for the Director's signature
regarding approval or disapproval of request for permit transfer and
surety release. Letter is signed by the Director and forwarded to the
operator.

Joln_t agency concurrence is obtained prior to release of surety by
DOGM. lf the surety is held by an agency other than DOGM, that
agency is formally notified of DOGM's recommendation regarding
surety release.

7. DOGM technical staff make necessary changes in computer tracking
system concerning t[e permit transfer and release or ailjustment of the
reclamation surety. The technical staff also prepares the proper forms
for file retirement.

FINAL NOTE: The Director also has signatory authority to release a Small Nrfining
Operator from futher reclamation and revegetation obligations upon
successful completion of his reclamation responsibilities.

C. Surety Release by the Board - FULUPARTIAL RECLAMATTON
(Board Contracts only)

1. DOGM receives formal written request for surety release from operator.

2. DOGM technical staff perform necessary field inspection to verify
complete reclamation and revegetation success (within 30 days of
notification).

lf surety is jointly held, then a joint agency onsite inspection is
performed by the respective agencies.



33P"t / *"tease Procedures
January 23, 1990

3.

4.

5.

lhe perpit lead prepares written documentation (memorandum)
summarizing results of the reclamation work performed and
revegetatio-n success. A memorandum is prdpared for the Board of oil
Gas and Mining, directed through the Associate Director with
appropriate recommendations concerning the operator's request for
release.

Associate Director reviews documentation and forwards finalized
recommendation to the chairman of the Board for approval or denial.

The permit lead prepares a draft letter for the Director's signature
regarding. ap.provalor disapproval.of request for "Board Cdntract,' surety
release. Letter is.signed by the Directoi and fonvarded along with the '

original surety to the operator.

Joint SgerlcJlqlcurrence is obtained prior to. release of surety by
Board and DOGM. The other agency'is provided a copy of firial '
decision.

DOGM technical staff make necessary changes in computer tracking
system-concerning release of reclamation surety and aiso prepares
proper forms for file retirement.

6.

dwh/jb
MN98/1-4

Adm inistrative Approval:
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Surety Release Procedures
January 23, 1990

3. lf necessary, DQGM.technical staff perform a field inspection to verify
current status of mining operations (within 30 days of notification -
weather permitting).

lf surety is jointly held, then a joint agency onsite inspection is
performed by the respective agencies.

4. The permit lead prepare_s written documentation (memorandum)
summarizing. results of field inspection, any required reclamation surety
changes and. other pertinent details of the permit transfer. The permit'
transfer application and a memorandum are fonararded to the Director
with appropriate recommendations concerning the request for permit
transfer and surety release.

5. Director reviews the supporting documentation, signs and dates the
application if everything is complete and approvable. The permit lead is
notified accordingly.

6. The permit lead prepares draft letter for the Director's signature
regarding approval or disapproval of request for permit tiansfer and
surety release. Letter is signed by the Director and foruvarded to the
operator.

Joint -a-ge.lgy concurrence is obtained prior to release of surety by
DOGM. lf the surety is held by an agency other than DOGM,-thai
agency is formally notified of DOGM's recommendation regarding
surety release.

7. DOGM technical staff make necessary changes in computer tracking
syslem concerning t[g permit transfer and release or adjustment of ihe
reclamation surety. The technical staff also prepares the proper forms
for file retirement.

FINAL NOTE: The Director also has signatory authority to release a Small Mining
Operator from futher reclamation and revegetation obligations updn
successful completion of his reclamation responsibilities.

c. surety Release by the Board - FULUPARTIAL REcLAMATtoN
(Board Contracts only)

1. DOGM receives formal written request for surety release from operator.

2. DOGM technical staff perform necessary field inspection to verify
complete reclamation and revegetation success (within 30 days bf
notification).

lf surety is jointly held, then a joint agency onsite inspection is
performed by the respective agencie-s.
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Surety Release Procedures
January 23, 1990

dwh/jb
MN98/1-4

3. The permit lead prepares written documentation (memorandum)
summariz.ing results of the reclamation work performed and
revegetatio_n success. A memorandum is prdpared for the Board of oil
Gas and Mining, directed through the Associate Director with
appropriate recommendations concerning the operator's request for
release.

Associate Director reviews documentation and fonryards finalized
recommendation to the Chairman of the Board for approval or denial.

The permit lead prepares a draft letter for the Director's signature
regarding. ap.proval.or disapproval of request for "Board Cdntract" surety
release. Letter is signed by the Directoi and forwarded along with the '
original surety to the operator.

{oint SgelcJ:qlcurrence is obtained prior to release of surety by
Board and DoGM. The other agency'is provided a copy of final '
decision.

DOGM technical staff make necessary changes in computer trackino
system -concerning release of reclamdtion suieiy and aiso prepares "
proper forms for file retirement.

4.

5.

6.

Adm inistrative Approval :


